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Press Release

Reform'’s election success masks a shift in
public mood: support for international
cooperation is rising, not falling

New global polling by Ipsos for the think tank Global Nation of 22,000 people in 31
countries, shows public commitment to cooperation across borders is growing, including

in the UK. Chasing the nativist right means falling behind the curve as the public mood
shifts.

Polling: 22,000+ respondents, 31 countries, Ipsos data

London, 13 May 2026. As Reform UK celebrates sweeping gains in English local
elections, new polling published today by the think tank Global Nation delivers a
striking contrast public support for international cooperation is rising, in the UK, in
Europe, and across the world. The data is drawn from an annual survey of more than
22,000 people across 31 countries, conducted by Ipsos. It shows a significant and
unexpected reversal of recent declines in global solidarity.

As European leaders debate how to strengthen cooperation on trade, defence and
economic resilience, this data shows that voters are becoming more open to
international partnerships than political narratives imply. And it suggests the public is
increasingly realising that Britain’s prosperity and security depend on working
cooperatively with other countries.

Hassan Damluji, Director of Global Nation, said: “As conflict erupts around the
world, people are increasingly realising that this breakdown in the international
system is making their lives worse. Brexit has made Britons poorer, and war in the
Middle East is adding more pressure to the cost of living. In response, British people
- like people in other countries — have become decisively more internationalist in
the last year.

“This presents a real opportunity to overcome the politics of division and will be
welcome news for the government as it looks for ways to strengthen the
relationship with Europe."
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The polling: at its darkest hour, is internationalism making a
comeback?

Global Nation's annual polling measures public global solidarity through three key
statements. In 2026, it finds a clear a departure from declining support, with
momentum shifting the other way:

In the UK, it finds:

e Three in ten UK adults now agree they ‘feel more a citizen of the world than of the
country they live in’, up 5 percentage points. While disagreement with this
statement fell by 8%.

e Three in ten agree 'my taxes should go towards solving global problems’, up 4
percentage points. While disagreement with this statement fell by 3%.

e A majority of 55 per cent agree ‘international institutions should have the right to
enforce solutions on issues like the environment’, up 10 percentage points. While
disagreement with this statement fell by 8%.

o This tallies with the wider trend of the survey, that saw agreement rise with all
three statements in nearly every country, including the US, and European
nations such as France, Germany, and Hungary.

These three statements assess global identity, personal financial commitment, and
willingness for their country to be held to international account. A rise across all three,
at this scale, is significant.

A warning: being dragged right means being behind the curve

Governments across the democratic world have spent years accommodating nativist
narratives: tightening borders, softening climate commitments, retreating from
multilateral obligations, in the belief that this is where the public sits. This polling
suggests the momentum is now going the other way, corroborated by declining support
in the polls for Reform UK since the start of 2026 despite recent electoral success.

— Ends -
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Media contact

Anna Hope, Policy, Advocacy and Communications Lead at Global Nation
Anna.Hope@globalnation.world

+447545667378

About Global Nation

Global Nation is a think-do tank dedicated to building a more collaborative world. We
are an agile team that combines policy experts, academics, strategic advisors, and
communications specialists working to improve international cooperation on
humanity’s great challenges, including climate change, pandemics, conflict, and
inequality. Our partners include the world’s largest philanthropic foundations, multiple
UN agencies, and national governments. We are headquartered in London, with a team
that is distributed across the United Kingdom, the United States, Spain, Nepal, and
Jordan, Saudi Arabia, and UAE. Founded in 2022, Global Nation is led by Hassan Damluji.

Available for interview
Hassan Damluji, Executive Director of Global Nation, senior visiting fellow in
International Relations at LSE and author of The Responsible Globalist (Penguin)

About the survey

Global Nation surveys more than 22,000 adults across 31 countries annually, via the
Ipsos Global Advisor Survey. Respondents are asked to rate agreement with three
statements: (1) “I consider myself more a citizen of the world than a citizen of the
country I live in”; (2) “My taxes should go towards solving global problems”; (3) “For
certain problems, like the environment, international institutions should have the right
to enforce solutions.” Together, these statements assess the strength of global
belonging, financial commitment, and willingness to be held to international account.
Full country-level data and methodology available on request.

More information on the reform polling data referenced in the release
Support for Reform has steadily declined since the start of 2026: After a surge in the
polls through 2024 into 2025, Reform UK has seen an overall slight decline in support
over the last year. Despite the significant uplift in elected councillors for the Reform
Party in the May 2026 elections, the trend in support is therefore congruous with the
findings in the global solidarity survey. See trend based on average of opinion polls at
the end of this page: https: / /www.electoralcalculus.co.uk /prediction__main.html



mailto:Anna.Hope@globalnation.world
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/309642/the-responsible-globalist-by-damluji-hassan/9780141988856
https://www.electoralcalculus.co.uk/prediction_main.html

	Reform’s election success masks a shift in public mood: support for international cooperation is rising, not falling
	The polling: at its darkest hour, is internationalism making a comeback?
	A warning: being dragged right means being behind the curve
	Notes to editors


